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FIGHTING CANCER ON THE ROAD
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by DAUREN ROTT, Tihe Morsing Cisif
Sy, Augueat 15, 1999

Dicsecen and Chuck Canfield of Allentown gay they are lucky they dhoat’t kowowss what cancer Pocks ke, But o honor a eelative of
theirs whi died of cancer, and for all sthers suffenng with the discase, the too clementary sehool teachers biked 500 miles kast
wrek 1o rse money for the Amencan Cancer Society.

The Canfields and their 38 felow oders finished an intense six-day ip from Montreal o Palmenon, Carbon County,
Satunday, the ninth e the Penmsylvania Perdmeter Ride Against Cancer has been completed.

First held in 1983, the biannual ade was established by Allentovn resident Bob Freed. “The cancer death of a 17-year-old
cousin prompied action by Freed, whe came up with the idea of the bike ride along wath the Rev, Paul Schoffsiall of Mew
Trpol, Both orpanizers have biked all of the ndes,

Debbie Dagp, a frs-time mider from Phoenisville, Chester County, said she biked for "a good challenge and an cxecdlent
cause.” Tiwas 37 degrees out when Daggz and the others started their irek Monday in Canada. Sateday's gy, near 90-
degree temperamires greeted the bikers, mostly Lehigh Valley residents, upon their retum.

The nders showed impressive endumnee and dedication, said Morth Catasangqua murse Sally Siegfricd, who provided medical
arwl moeal support along the way. “10was amazing 1o see these guys and gals sleep on a church floor, cat a cold beeakast and
then po out and bike 80 miles in the cold and wind,” she said.

The rders rised $77,000 by Sameday, with more expected. Pat Compora of Center Valley raised $13,0000 herself,
And, aders have riscd more than S500,000 in all the vears of the event, Froed said.

Some of the meney was used 1o purchase a van for the Lehigh Valley Unit of the Amenican Caneer Soctety. 11 is used 1o ferry
cancer patonis and ther familics 0 hospatal vimis,

Fifteen percent of the funds wall go o Decam Come True, a Lehigh Valley organization that grants wishes 10 senously ill
children. The mde's domanon should fund o wishes, Freed sad,

The remainder of the moncy will go o the cancer sodety for research, education and patent services, Freed sad,

The first ode was a 1000-mile challenge thar traced the perimeter of Peonsybeania, “This vear's ade and all others since have
heen 300 miles, each maversing different termain. The next nde, planned for 2000, may st in either Vermomt or Virginia,
Freed said.

The ade i not organized by the Cancer Soaery. "As far as | know, we are kind of unigue™ for being independent, Freed said.
The Amencan Cancer Socicty 15 gprateful for the help. Ron Glass, ireasurer of the local unir's board of directors, said that the
bakers' dedication s inspining, "Secing evervone here - that helps me keep on poing,” he sad.

The micke s pecple from as far sway o Califomin. Seon Johneon of Tusin, Calif, 18 a former Pennsylvania ressdent joimimng
the perimeter ride for the first time. A dose friend ol his is fighting cancer, "and | wanted 1o do it for him." Fxhausted by the
exertion, Johreon sid be felr "very peoud” o have finished.

M age 58, Mlentown dentist Karl Glassman was the oldest of the aders, whe ranged upwand from age 17. Glassman, a five
time nder, sudd he 15 glad be can <l help, "I's an inercdible fecling, for me to wse that which | am given - a strong body -
and wse ot to enjoy myvzel and help others ar the game e, Glassoan sad "' a groal o snlsnation.”





