<date>

Dear

Despite the wintery weather, preparations and training are in full swing for our 11th Pennsylvania Perimeter Ride Against Cancer which begins August 3rd in Oswego, New York and finishes August 9th in Palmerton, Pa near Allentown.  Guess what?  “It’s not about the bike!”
Our organization has grown immensely since 1983 when the fundraising goal was $20,000.  We have since surpassed the half million dollar mark in donations and have added a website (www.pprac.net) which I encourage you to visit.  The site chronicles our past accomplishments and explains our methods and philosophies in conjunction with The American Cancer Society and Dream Come True.  Our goal for 2003 is $100,000 to cancer research and fantasy dreams for terminal children.

The 540 mile bicycle ride is a formality.  The fundraising is NOT.  For my three previous rides, you folks have dug generously deep into your pockets to support this effort which is a constant reminder to me that many of you have friends and relatives that have been victimized by cancer and that you choose to join me in the fight to eliminate this dreaded disease.

I have personally dedicated my past rides to fallen comrades and relatives who I will never stop representing, but for 2003, my plan is to accentuate the positives of our cancer fighting game plan.

This year I will dedicate my effort to longtime friend and fellow teacher, Bob Swope, who recently battled prostate cancer and won, and to my daughter, Kelly, who has chosen a life as a cancer warrior as an oncology R.N. at Fox Chase Cancer and Research Center in Philadelphia.  I remain humbled by both.  Bob’s positive attitude through his ordeal and Kelly’s never ceasing devotion to her profession and her patients are an inspiration to me every time I prepare for a run or climb on a bike in preparation for next August.

If you choose to sponsor me for this event, please make checks to “The American Cancer Society” and forward to me for processing.  $50 donors receive a commemorative beverage glass and $100 donors receive an embroidered baseball cap.

In my first paragraph, the “it’s not about the bike!” quote…that’s Lance Armstrong’s quote…Lance Armstrong…2002 U.S. Athlete of the Year…four time Tour de France winner…Cancer Survivor.
Sincerely,
